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On This Date
1291 – A pact was made to form the 
Swiss Confederation, also known as 
Switzerland. The anniversary of this 
founding is celebrated with parades, 
bonfires, flags, and fireworks.
1714 – George I ascended the 
English throne. His reign marked 
the shift from the House of Stuart to 
the House of Hanover.
1834 – The Slavery Abolition Act 
took effect, outlawing slavery in the 
British Empire.
1893 – Henry Perky received a patent for 
a machine to make “little whole wheat 
mattresses,” now known worldwide 
as shredded wheat. His Niagara Falls 
factory still produces the cereal today.

Inventor Trivia
Marion Donovan, a post-World  

War II mother, invented the disposable 
diaper. This followed her innovative 

diaper cover with pinless snaps. 
Pampers went on the market in 1961.

Happy Birthday!
Herman Melville (1819–1891) was an  
American novelist and short story 
writer. Born in New York City, 
Melville spent his twenties aboard 
whaling ships in the South Seas. 
His masterpiece Moby-Dick (1851) 
is one of the seminal works of 
American Renaissance literature. 
The novel is imbued with potent 
themes, bountiful metaphors, and 

a keen interest in 
whaling and life 
at sea. Melville 
supplemented his 
writing income with 
work as a customs 
inspector. In later 

years, he became reclusive and wrote 
volumes of poetry and short stories. 

Quote of the Day
“It is not down on any map; 

true places never are.”
~ Herman Melville,  

in Moby-Dick
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1610 – Henry Hudson sailed into 
what is now known as Hudson Bay, 
thinking he had made it through the 
Northwest Passage and reached the 
Pacific Ocean.

1909 – The first passenger flight in 
Canada was made in Nova Scotia. 
The Silver Dart airplane flew five 
times that day before crash-landing. 
Both the pilot and passenger were 
uninjured. Today, a full-scale model 
is on display at the Canada Aviation 
and Space Museum.

1991 – The Viking longship replica 
Gaia landed in Newfoundland 
(Vinland) for the 1,000th anniversary 
of Leif Erikson’s voyage.

Did You Know?
The extinct colossus penguin stood 
about 6 feet 8 inches and weighed 
about 250 pounds, approximately 
the same size as LeBron James.

Happy Birthday!
Jack Warner (1892–1978), who 
was born in London, Ontario, to  
Polish immigrants, was a cofounder, 
president, and cohead of production 
for Warner Bros. Studios in Burbank, 
California. In Warner’s 45-year career  
in Hollywood, the film executive 
became a shrewd, often-feared leader 
in the industry. Warner’s numerous 
box office hits include The Jazz 
Singer (1927), Casablanca (1942), 
and My Fair Lady (1964). Warner 
was known as an 
insensitive tyrant at 
the studio and often 
banned actors from 
the executive dining 
room, saying, “I don’t 
need to look at actors 
when I eat.”

Quote of the Day
“If it’s anything I can’t stand, 
it’s yes-men. When I say no,  
I want you to say no, too.”

~ Jack Warner
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1492 – Christopher Columbus set 
sail on the Santa María. Two other  
ships, the Niña and Pinta, accompanied 
him. Columbus and crew left Spain to 
begin the search for a water passage 
to India. Instead, on October 12, they 
landed on an island in the Bahamas, 
now known as San Salvador. 

1933 – The Mickey Mouse watch 
was introduced for the price of 
$3.25. The watch, created by 
Ingersoll-Waterbury, was such a hit 
that it saved the Connecticut clock 
company from bankruptcy. More 
than 11,000 were sold at Macy’s 
in New York on the first day it  
was released.

Did You Know?
The map created by the Santa 

Maria’s cartographer is unclear 
about the location of the original 

San Salvador. While some experts 
claim it is the former Watlins Island, 

others insist it is Samana Cay.

Happy Birthday!
Marcel Dionne, born in 1951, is a 
retired Canadian ice hockey center 
who played 18 seasons in the National 
Hockey League for the Detroit Red 

Wings, Los Angeles 
Kings, and New York 
Rangers. The hockey 
star was the third of 
six men to reach the 
700-goal plateau and 
was inducted into the 

Hockey Hall of Fame in 1992. Dionne 
lives in Niagara Falls, Ontario, and 
owns Marcel Dionne Enterprises. 
Dionne’s younger brother, Gilbert, 
also played in the NHL. 

Quote of the Day
“People ask if I regret not 

winning the Stanley Cup, but 
winning the series against the 
Soviet Union was the best. It 
was the greatest experience of 
my hockey career by far.”

~ Marcel Dionne 
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1892 – Andrew Borden and his wife, 
Abby, were murdered at their home 
in Fall River, Massachusetts. Their 
daughter, Lizzie, was acquitted 
of the crime. A popular rhyme 
memorialized the case: “Lizzie Borden 
took an axe....”

1922 – Every telephone in the U.S. 
and Canada went dead as AT&T 
and the Bell System shut down its 
switchboards for one minute in 
memory of Alexander Graham Bell, 
who had died two days earlier. 

1944 – Acting on a tip from a Dutch 
informer, the Nazi Gestapo captured 
15-year-old Jewish diarist Anne Frank 
and her family.

Did You Know?
Alexander Graham 
Bell believed that his  
greatest invention was  
not the telephone but  
rather the photophone,  
which allowed for 
voice transmission on 

a beam of light. It was a precursor to 
modern fiber-optic communication.

Happy Birthday!
Louis Vuitton (1821–1892) walked 

to Paris as a teenager 
in search of design 
work. He began as 
an apprentice trunk 
maker and packer, 
and in 1853, Vuitton 
was chosen to be the 

personal box maker for the wife of 
Napoleon III. His original design of 
a stackable rectangular canvas bag 
replaced the heavy domed trunks of 
the day. Vuitton died in 1892, but 
his fashion brand continues to thrive 
and is known for its high quality 
trunks, luggage, and handbags with 
the signature LV monogram.

Quote of the Day
“There’s a lot of baggage  

that comes along with  
our family, but it’s like  

Louis Vuitton baggage.”
~ Kim Kardashian 
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1583 – Explorer Sir Humphrey Gilbert 
founded the first English colony in 
North America, near Saint John’s, 
Newfoundland. The colonists were 
mutinous, however, and the expedition 
quickly returned to England. Gilbert’s 
personal motto was “Quid non?” 
(“Why not?”) 
1858 – The first transatlantic 
telegraph cable was laid from Ireland 
to Newfoundland.
1928 – Bobbie Rosenfeld, Jane Bell, 
Ethel Smith, and Myrtle Cook won 
Olympic Gold in the 4x100 relay  
in Amsterdam.

Daily Trivia
In 1891, Chicago hired its  

first policewoman, Marie Owens. 
She is also thought to be the  

first policewoman in the United 
States. Chicago’s female officers 
were not allowed to wear police 

uniforms until 1956.

Happy Birthday!
Loni Anderson, born in 1945, is 
an American actress who grew 
up in Minnesota. After a series of 
small parts in the 1970s, including 
guest starring on Three’s Company, 
she landed her seminal role as the 
sexy receptionist on ABC’s WKRP  
in Cincinnati (1978–
1982). Next, she landed 
parts in a variety of 
films and TV, shows 
including A Night at the 
Roxbury, White Hot: 
The Mysterious Murder 
of Thelma Todd, and All Dogs Go 
to Heaven. Anderson is a dedicated 
anti-smoking spokesperson.

Quote of the Day
“Look up the definition of 
rejection in the dictionary.  
Get really comfortable with  

it, and then maybe you  
can go into acting.”

~ Loni Anderson
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1806 – The Holy Roman Empire 
came to an end when Francis II 
formally resigned as its emperor 
after losing territory to Napoleon.

1825 – The Republic of Bolivia was 
created after a 16-year struggle for 
independence from Spain. The South 
American nation was named after its 
revolutionary leader, Simón Bolívar.

1924 – The comic strip Little Orphan 
Annie, by cartoonist Harold Gray, 
debuted in the New York Daily News. 

1926 – Nineteen-year-old Olympian 
Gertrude Ederle became the first 
woman to swim across the English 
Channel. She did it in 14 hours and 

31 minutes, beating 
the record (held by 
a man) by nearly 
two hours.

Celebrity Trivia
Actress Michelle Yeoh spent a year 
on martial arts training and learning 

Mandarin in order to prepare for 
her role in Crouching Tiger, Hidden 
Dragon. The film won four Oscars 

and became a huge hit.

Happy Birthday!
Michelle Yeoh, born in 1962, is 
a Malaysian actress who lives in 
Paris. She started out acting in 
Hong Kong action movies and then 
found international fame playing a 
spy opposite Pierce Brosnan in the 
1997 James Bond film Tomorrow 
Never Dies. In 2000, Yeoh starred 
in Ang Lee’s epic martial arts drama 
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon. 
More recently, she costarred in Crazy 

Rich Asians and Last 
Christmas. Yeoh is an  
advocate for Save 
China’s Tigers to help 
prevent the extinction 
of the endangered big 

cats. Her upcoming projects include 
Avatar 2, Blazing Samurai, and 
Minions: The Rise of Gru.

Quote of the Day
“I kick and punch quite hard, 

and it surprises people.”
~ Michelle Yeoh 
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1858 – Ottawa became the capital of 
Canada. At that time, the House of 
Commons and Senate were located 
in the Victoria Memorial Museum, 
currently the Canadian Museum  
of Nature.

1888 – Theophilus Van Kannel of 
Philadelphia received a patent for 
the revolving door. His invention 
was intended to replace swinging 
doors that let in drafts and made it 
difficult to control the temperature 
of buildings. Despite some stories 
to the contrary, there is no evidence 
that Van Kannel did not like holding 
doors open for women.

Daily Trivia
The fat in milk contains beta-
carotene, which gives the milk a 
yellowish color. That is why nonfat 

milk is whiter than 
whole milk and why 
higher fat cheeses 
are darker in color. 
Beta-carotene gets 
into the cow’s milk 
via the grasses that 
cows ingest.

Happy Birthday!
Charlize Theron, born in 1975, 
is a dual U.S. and South African 
citizen who lives in Los Angeles. 
The stunning and talented actress, 
who grew up in South Africa, is 
known for her versatile, risk-taking 
performances, including the role of  
a serial killer in 
2003’s Monster, for 
which she won an 
Academy Award for 
Best Actress. Some 
of her other films 
include The Cider 
House Rules, Snow 
White and the Huntsman, and Atomic 
Blonde. She is a vocal advocate for 
women’s rights and HIV/AIDS 
prevention and is a U.N. Messenger 
for Peace. She has two children.

Quote of the Day
“If they ever do my life story, 
whoever plays me needs lots  
of hair color and high heels.”

~ Charlize Theron
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1876 – Thomas A. Edison of Menlo 
Park, New Jersey, patented the 
mimeograph machine.

1907 – Bill Miner escaped from a 
penitentiary in British Columbia, 
where he was serving time for a 
train robbery. His life was a series 
of robberies and escapes. He had a 
ballerina tattooed on his arm that 
the authorities often used to identify 
him. The movie The Grey Fox was 
based on his life.

1923 – Benny Goodman was 14 years 
old when he began his career as a 
clarinet player. 

1975 – Hank Williams Jr. suffered 
major head injuries in a mountain 
climbing accident. After relearning 
how to speak and sing, he became a 
country music star.

Celebrity Trivia
Kit Kat, the chocolate-covered 

wafer bar, is a big hit in Japan, in 
part because kit kat translates to 
“You will surely win.” They are 

often given as good luck charms to 
students before school exams.

Happy Birthday!
Dustin Hoffman, born in 1937, is an 
actor and filmmaker. The winner of 
two Oscars, six Golden Globes, and 
two Emmys, Hoffman found fame 
with his starring role as Benjamin 
Braddock in 1967’s The Graduate. 
The detail-oriented actor went on to 

film a cascade of 
iconic hits, including 
Midnight Cowboy, 
Marathon Man, All 
the President’s Men, 
Kramer vs. Kramer, 
Tootsie, and Rain 

Man. He also provided the voice for 
Master Shifu in the Kung Fu Panda 
films. In 2012, Hoffman received 
Kennedy Center Honors.

Quote of the Day
“I decided to become an actor 
because I was failing in school 

and I needed the credits.”
~ Dustin Hoffman 
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1930 – Canada’s Percy Williams 
established a world record of  
10.3 seconds for the 100-meter dash at 
the inaugural British Empire Games.  
He had already won two gold medals 
at the 1928 Olympics.

1930 – Betty Boop made her first 
appearance in the animated cartoon 
Dizzy Dishes. The character was 

modeled after Helen 
Kane, a famous singer of 
the 1920s known for her 
song “I Wanna Be Loved 
by You,” and Clara Bow, a 
popular 1920s actress and 
the first “It Girl.”

1971 – Leroy “Satchel” Paige, one of 
baseball’s greatest pitching legends, 
was inducted into the Baseball Hall 
of Fame in Cooperstown, New York.

Daily Trivia
In 1965, at the age of 59, Satchel 

Paige pitched three scoreless innings 
for the Kansas City Athletics in a 
game against the Boston Red Sox. 

He gave up just one hit.

Happy Birthday!
Pamela Lyndon Travers (1899–1996),  
born in Australia, was an actress, 
journalist, poet, and novelist, best 
known as the author of Mary Poppins 
(1934) and its seven sequels. She 
disliked the 1964 Disney film Mary 

Poppins because she 
felt that the movie 
made the character 
too sweet, and she 
also disapproved of 
the animation used 
in the movie. She 

was interested in mythology and 
spent two summers living among the 
Navajo, Hopi, and Pueblo peoples, 
studying their mythology.

Quote of the Day
“The writer is, after all, only 
half his book. The other half  

is the reader and from the 
reader the writer learns.”
~ Pamela Lyndon Travers 
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1876 – Alexander Graham Bell 
answered the world’s first long-distance 
telephone call in Paris, Ontario, 
from his father at the Bell homestead 
in Brantford, about eight miles (13 km) 
away. Soon after, Bell offered to sell the 
telephone patent outright to Western 
Union for $100,000. The president 
of Western Union balked, believing 
that the telephone was nothing but 
a toy. Two years later, he said he 
would consider it a bargain if he 
could get the patent for $25 million.
1948 – Allen Funt’s television classic 
Candid Camera debuted. 
1972 – A daylight meteor streaked 
across the sky from Utah to Alberta, 
Canada. The fireball, traveling at about 
33,000 mph, came within 35 miles 
(57 km) of Earth.

Did You Know?
Tootsie Rolls were introduced in 

1896 by Leo Hirshfield. He named 
them after his daughter, whose 

nickname was “Tootsie.”

Happy Birthday!
Suzanne Collins, born in 1962, is the 
best-selling author of The Hunger 
Games trilogy and The Underland 
Chronicles. A native of Connecticut, 
Collins got her start writing for 
children’s television, including Little  
Bear and Clarissa Explains It All. 
She came up with the concept for 
The Hunger Games while channel 
surfing between reality TV shows 

and coverage of war, 
as well as drawing 
inspiration from the 
Greek myth Theseus 
and the Minotaur. 
This year, Collins 
released the much-

anticipated prequel to the trilogy: 
The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes.

 Quote of the Day
“I don’t write about 

adolescence. I write about  
war. For adolescents.”

~ Suzanne Collins 
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1883 – The first CPR construction 
train puffed into Calgary, a tent city 
whose only permanent structures 
were the barracks of the North West 
Mounted Police and the stores of the 
Hudson’s Bay and the I. G. Baker 
trading companies.
1901 – The first U.S. patent for instant 

coffee was issued to 
Satori Kato, a Japanese 
scientist then working in 
Chicago. He gave away 
free samples at the Pan-
American Exposition in 
Buffalo, New York. 

1909 – The steamship Arapahoe was 
the first ship to use the radio distress 
call SOS. The ship found itself in  
trouble off Cape Hatteras, North 
Carolina, and radioed for help. 

Did You Know?
Morse code is still widely utilized. 
The system is popular among amateur 
radio enthusiasts, and navies use it 
to communicate by signal lamps.

Happy Birthday!
Paul Soles, born in 1930, was one of  

the original hosts of 
the CBC’s popular 
TV program Take 30, 
which went on the air 
in 1962. The daytime 
series evolved into 

a showcase for serious journalism, 
airing documentary reports and 
interviews. In 2001, he played the role 
of Shylock in the Stratford Festival of 
Canada production of The Merchant 
of Venice. For decades, Paul Soles 
has been a fixture in Canadian theater, 
radio, television, and film. Soles and 
his wife, Lucy, have several children 
and grandchildren.

Humor of the Day
“If this is coffee, please bring 
me some tea; but if this is tea, 
please bring me some coffee.”

~ Abraham Lincoln
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1865 – Dr. Joseph Lister became the 
first surgeon to perform an antiseptic 
operation using carbolic acid as  
a disinfectant. 
1888 – Bertha Benz, wife of Karl 
Benz (inventor of the three-wheeler 
motor carriage), took the first 
motor trip. Without her husband’s 
knowledge, she borrowed one of his 
cars and traveled 60 miles to visit her 
mother. She was gone for five days.
1990 – Sue, the world’s largest, 
most complete, and best-preserved 
Tyrannosaurus rex skeleton, was 
discovered in South Dakota by 
paleontologist Sue Hendrickson. It 
is now a star attraction at the Field 
Museum of Natural History in Chicago.

Did You Know?
The 52 cards in a deck represent the 
52 weeks in a year. The four suits 

represent the seasons. The 13 cards 
symbolize the 13 phases of the 

lunar cycle.

Happy Birthday!
Katherine Lee Bates (1859–1929) 
was a prolific writer, social activist, 
and Wellesley college professor 
who mentored poet Robert Frost. 

Bates wrote poetry, 
travel books, and 
children’s and young 
adult literature. She 
is best remembered 
as the songwriter of 
the patriotic anthem 

“America the Beautiful.” The song 
was originally written as a poem, 
published on July 4, 1895, under 
the title “Pikes Peak.” Fifteen years 
later, the words were set to music by 
Samuel A. Ward as the song we know 
today. Bates is in the Songwriters 
Hall of Fame.

Quote of the Day
“There is nothing so useless 
as doing efficiently that which 

should not be done at all.”
~ Peter Drucker
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1930 – Ontario native Guy Lombardo 
and his band the Royal Canadians 
recorded their hit “Go Home and 
Tell Your Mother.” 

1961 – Construction began on the 
Berlin Wall. East Germany built the 
barrier to prevent a “brain drain” 
of educated young people to the 
west. The wall stood as a symbol of 
oppression until November 1989.

1980 – The sunken merchant ship 
HMS Breadalbane was discovered in  
the Northwest Passage near Beechey 
Island. She had been crushed by 
polar ice and submerged in 1853. The 
well-preserved vessel is the world’s 
northernmost found shipwreck.

Hitchcock Trivia
The motion picture Psycho (1960) 
is now regarded as one of Alfred 

Hitchcock’s best efforts, but 
initially it got very mixed reviews. 
Walt Disney so detested the film 
that he banned Hitchcock from 

entering Disneyland.

Happy Birthday!
Alfred Hitchcock (1899–1980) was a  
famous English director who made 
a habit of popping into his films for 
cameos. A master of the thoughtful 
thriller, his work 
shaped the suspense 
and horror genre, 
with such classics as 
Dial M for Murder, 
Rebecca, Notorious, 
North by Northwest, 
Vertigo, Rear Window, and The Man 
Who Knew Too Much. Hitchcock 
worked with some of the biggest 
stars of his era, including Cary Grant,  
Jimmy Stewart, Clare Greet, and  
Ingrid Bergman. His wife, screenwriter 
Alma Reville, was a key collaborator 
on his films.

Quote of the Day
“The only way to get rid  
of my fears is to make  

films about them.”
~ Alfred Hitchcock
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1880 – The Cologne Cathedral in 
western Germany was completed 
632 years after building began in 
1248. It was badly damaged during 
World War II, but later repaired. The 
church is the largest gothic cathedral 
in northern Europe.

1932 – The Philips Radio Company 
made its one-millionth radio. Philips 
began operations in 1891 producing 
lightbulbs and then diversified into 
radios in 1927.

1953 – The Wiffle ball, a ball that 
curves when it is thrown, was 
invented by David Mullany. He 
made it for his 13-year-old son. 
Back then, when you struck out, you 
“whiffed”—hence the name.

An Apple a Day Keeps  
the Doctor Away

The earliest version of this phrase is 
a Pembrokeshire proverb dating to 

the 1860s: “Eat an 
apple on going to 
bed, and you’ll keep 
the doctor from 
earning his bread.”

Happy Birthday!
Earvin “Magic” Johnson, born in 
1959, is a retired basketball player. 
He played point guard for the Los 
Angeles Lakers for 13 seasons after 
being drafted as the No. 1 pick in 
the 1979 NBA draft. Johnson was a 
member of the gold medal-winning 
“Dream Team” at the 1992 Olympics 
in Barcelona. He announced that he 
had HIV in 1991 and briefly left the 

NBA, but he returned 
to play 32 games 
for the Lakers in 
1996. Johnson has 
become a successful 
businessman and an 
advocate for HIV/
AIDS prevention.

Quote of the Day
“Magic is who I am on  

the basketball court.  
Earvin is who I am.”

~ Earvin “Magic” Johnson
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1057 – In an event that inspired one 
of William Shakespeare’s greatest 
tragedies, the Scottish king Macbeth 
was killed by Malcolm Canmore, son 
of King Duncan I, whom Macbeth 
had murdered 17 years before.

1877 – Thomas Edison decided 
that the word hello 
would be a more 
appropriate greeting 
when answering the 
phone than ahoy, 
as suggested by 

Alexander Graham Bell. Ahoy was 
the typical ship greeting at the time.

1945 – Japanese Emperor Hirohito 
announced to his people that he 
had accepted the terms of surrender 
demanded by the Allies, effectively 
ending World War II.

Jazz Award Trivia
Oscar Peterson, who performed on 
over 200 jazz albums, won seven 
Grammy Awards for Best Jazz 

Instrumental Performance between 
1975 and 1991. In 1997, Peterson 

received a Grammy Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

Happy Birthday!
Oscar Peterson (1925–2007) was 
a celebrated Canadian classical jazz 
pianist and composer. Fellow jazz 
great Duke Ellington dubbed him  
the “Maharaja of the 
keyboard.” The son 
of immigrants from 
the West Indies, he 
grew up in Montreal 
and began playing the 
trumpet and piano at 
age five. Tuberculosis sidelined him 
from wind instruments, leading him 
to focus on the piano, gravitating 
to jazz, boogie-woogie, swing, and 
ragtime. Peterson was known to 
practice up to six hours a day and was 
heralded for his technical brilliance 
and inventiveness.

Quote of the Day
“It’s the group sound that’s 

important, even when  
you’re playing a solo.”

~ Oscar Peterson 
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1812 – Facing what he incorrectly 
believed to be superior forces, 
American General William Hull 
surrendered Fort Detroit without a 
fight to the British Army.

1829 – The original Siamese twins, 
Chang and Eng Bunker, arrived in 
Boston. They were born to Chinese 
parents in Siam (Thailand). Experts 
still disagree on whether they could 
have survived a separation. 

1969 – The first Canada Summer 
Games opened in Halifax-Dartmouth. 
The games are held once every two 
years and alternate between winter 
and summer games.

1989 – A solar flare created a 
geomagnetic storm that disrupted 
power throughout most of Quebec 
and caused auroras as far south as 
Texas. The event stopped all trading 
on Toronto’s stock market.

Did You Know?
The Venus flytrap feeds primarily 

on ants, not flies.

Happy Birthday!
James Cameron, born in 1954, is a 
screenwriter, producer, and director 
who developed an interest in movies 
early in life. He wrote the screenplay 
for his movie The Abyss during his 
high school biology class. Cameron 
has helmed many top box office hits 
over the past 30 years, including The 
Terminator, Aliens, The Abyss, True 

Lies, Titanic, and 
Avatar. He married 
actress Suzy Amis in 
2000, and they have 
one son and two 
daughters. He also 
has a daughter from 
a previous marriage.

Quote of the Day
“The magic doesn’t come  
from within the director’s  

mind; it comes from within  
the hearts of the actors.”

~ James Cameron
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1835 – Solymon Merrick patented 
the first wrench, a tool for tightening 
bolts and nuts.

1896 – Gold was discovered in 
Bonanza Creek 
in the Klondike 
region of Canada’s 
Yukon Territory. 
A gold rush began 
the following year.

1939 – The Wizard of Oz premiered 
in New York City. It was the first movie 
to use a combination of color and 
black-and-white film. Judy Garland 
and Mickey Rooney performed 
onstage at the premier for 30-minute 
song-and-dance routines between 
showings of the film.

Daily Trivia
The tombstone of Mel Blanc, the 
famed radio personality and voice of 
the beloved Looney Tunes cartoon 
characters Bugs Bunny, Sylvester the 
Cat, Tweety Bird, Elmer Fudd, Pepé 

Le Pew, Granny, and Porky Pig, reads:

“That’s all folks.”

Happy Birthday!
Mae West (1893–1980) was a sultry  
Hollywood actress, singer, playwright, 
and comedian. She began performing 
as a child, and her career continued 

until the late 1970s. 
West was known 
for writing the 1928 
play Diamond Lil, 
about a smart and 
easygoing woman 

from the 1890s. The character was a 
huge hit, and West revived it many 
times throughout her career. She was 
known for saying, “You only live once, 
but if you do it right, once is enough.”

Quote of the Day
“Personality is the glitter that 
sends your little gleam across 
the footlights and the orchestra 
pit into that big black space 

where the audience is.”
~ Mae West
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1227 – Genghis Khan, the Mongol 

leader who forged 
an empire, died in 
camp. He might have 
succumbed to injuries 
incurred when he 
fell from a horse the 
previous year.

1587 – Virginia Dare, granddaughter 
of Governor John White of Roanoke 
Colony, became the first English child 
born in the Americas.

1957 – The U.S. military detonated 
a nuclear device at its Nevada Test 
Site. Patrons at Las Vegas hotels 
watched the mushroom cloud while 
they drank cocktails. The test was 
part of Operation Plumbbob, the 
most controversial test series in the 
continental United States. 

What Big Eyes You Have
Giant squids have the largest eyes 
in the world—the size of soccer 

balls. They live deep in the ocean 
where those large eyes are useful  

in spotting predators.

Happy Birthday!
Robert Redford, born in 1936, is  
an iconic American actor who starred  
in such films as 
Butch Cassidy and 
the Sundance Kid, 
Barefoot in the 
Park, The Way We 
Were, The Sting, and 
Out of Africa. He  
is also an accomplished director whose 
movies include Ordinary People and 
A River Runs Through It. Redford, a 
champion of indie films, helped found 
the Sundance Film Festival in Utah, 
which expanded to the Sundance 
Channel, Sundance Catalog, and 
Sundance Productions. Redford is also 
a dedicated environmental activist.

Quote of the Day
“When I was a kid, nobody 
told me I was good looking.  
I wish they had. I would’ve  

had a better time.”
~ Robert Redford 

 TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 2020
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1812 – “Old Ironsides” 
(the USS Constitution) 
won a battle against the 
British frigate HMS 
Guerrière off the coast 
of Nova Scotia.
1839 – Louis Daguerre’s innovative 

photographic technique 
was introduced. His 
process required only 
20 to 30 minutes of 
exposure time compared 
to the previous method’s 
eight-hour procedure. 

1914 – Quebec offered Belgium four 
million pounds of cheese as a form 
of wartime support.
1919 – The Kingdom of Kabul 
gained its independence from the 
United Kingdom and changed its 
name to Afghanistan. 

Inventor’s Quiz
Q: Which was invented first: the 

teabag, Band-Aids, or bubble gum? 
A: The teabag was invented in 

1908, Band-Aids in 1920,  
and bubble gum in 1928.

Happy Birthday!
Coco Chanel (1883–1971) was an  
iconic French fashion designer. 

She was raised in 
a convent, where 
she learned to sew. 
Chanel was known 
for being among 
the first to design  

fashionable women’s clothing that  
did not require a corset. She designed 
her famed interlocking CC monogram 
in the 1920s. Chanel also created 
the famed Chanel No. 5 perfume. 
Her earnings made her one of the 
wealthiest women in the world. 
Although Chanel was linked with many 
influential men, she never married.

Quote of the Day
“Dress shabbily and they 
remember the dress; dress 

impeccably and they  
remember the woman.”

~ Coco Chanel

 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2020
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1944 – Major David Currie’s 
squadron captured the French village 
of St. Lambert, thereby blocking 
a vital German escape route from 
France. Major Currie was later 
awarded the Victoria Cross for his 
heroic actions.
1977 – NASA launched Voyager 2,  

an unmanned spacecraft, 
toward Jupiter, Saturn, 
Uranus, and Neptune, 
and then onward into 
interstellar space.

1988 – A huge fire in Yellowstone 
National Park made this “Black 
Saturday.” More than one-third of 
the park burned. 

Did You Know?
Elephants in Myanmar (formerly 

Burma) have been known to silence 
bells hung around their necks by 

clogging them with mud so they won’t 
be heard when stealing bananas.

Happy Birthday!
Cynthia Nicholas (1957–2016) 
achieved fame at the age of 16 when 
she swam across Lake Ontario in 15 
hours and 10 minutes. She went on to 
swim the English Channel a total of 

19 times, including 
five two-way trips. 
She was inducted 
into the International 
Swimming Hall of 
Fame in 2005 and 
served in the Ontario 

legislature from 1987 to 1990. She 
practiced law in Scarborough, Ontario, 
and was parliamentary assistant  
to Ontario’s solicitor general from 
1989 to 1990. 

Quote of the Day
“Judge not your beauty by the 
number of people who look at 
you, but rather by the number  
of people who smile at you.”

~ African proverb

 THURSDAY, AUGUST 20, 2020
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1862 – Englishman Billy Barker’s 
discovery of gold in creeks running into 
the Quesnel River sparked a massive 
gold rush into the Cariboo. The town 
of Barkerville, consisting primarily 
of saloons, dance halls, and a general 
store, grew alongside his claim. Billy 
spent most of his money in saloons in 
Victoria and Barkerville. When he ran 
out of money, he returned to prospecting 
and made just enough to keep going. 
1961 – Country music singer Patsy 
Cline recorded the vocals to Willie 
Nelson’s “Crazy.” The crossover hit 
became her signature song.

Daily Quiz
The “night parrot” of Australia is 

considered one of the most elusive 
birds on Earth. Fewer people alive 

today have seen one with their 
own eyes than have walked on 

the moon. In fact, there were no 
sightings at all of the small, pale 

green bird between 1912 and 1972.

Happy Birthday!
Usain Bolt, born in 1986, is a legendary 
Jamaican Olympian. The mega-
talented sprinter won gold medals in 
back-to-back-to-back 
Olympics in both the 
100- and 200-meter 
races, in 2008, 2012, 
and 2016. Nicknamed 
“the Lightning Bolt,” 
he also holds world 
records in the 100-meter, 200-meter, 
and 4x100-meter relay. In 2010, he 
published an autobiography entitled 
My Story: 9.58. He’s currently working 
with Bolt Mobility, an electric scooter 
company he cofounded in 2018, to 
launch scooters that have storage 
capacity (for groceries and other items) 
in cities worldwide.

Quote of the Day
“Kill them with success and 

bury them with a smile.”
~ Usain Bolt 

 FRIDAY, AUGUST 21, 2020
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1762 – Ann Franklin became the first 
woman to hold the title of newspaper 
editor. She worked for the Newport 
Mercury in Newport, Rhode Island.

1902 – The Cadillac Automobile 
Company was formed. The business 
was named after the French explorer 
who founded Detroit in 1701.

1964 – The Beatles gave their first 
Canadian concert in Vancouver. 
They played songs from their new 
album, Something New. The top ticket 
price was $5.25.

Did You Know?
Dorothy Parker and other  

post-World War I literary giants 
lunched together almost daily  
for over a decade at New York 
City’s Algonquin Hotel. The 

gathering became known as the 
Algonquin Round Table and 

included writers Robert Benchley, 
Franklin Pierce Adams, Harold 

Ross, Edna Ferber, and  
Alexander Woollcott.

Happy Birthday!
Dorothy Parker (1893–1967) was 
an iconic American poet, critic, 
and satirist known for her vicious 
humor, witty insights, and literary 
wisecracks. Parker wrote for many 
tony publications, including the 
New Yorker, Life, Vanity Fair, and 
Ladies’ Home Journal. When she 
shifted her attention to screenwriting, 
Parker earned two Academy Award 
nominations for her efforts, including 

for cowriting the 
original A Star Is 
Born (1937). In the 
1930s and 1940s, 
Parker became a 
more vocal civil 
rights activist, which 
got her blacklisted.

Quote of the Day
“The first thing I do in the 
morning is brush my teeth  
and sharpen my tongue.”

~ Dorothy Parker 

 SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 2020



©ActivityConnection.com – The Daily Chronicles (CAN)

THETHE

On This Date
1541 – Jacques Cartier arrived at the 
Iroquois village of Stadacona during 
his third trip to Canada and began to  
build Charlesbourg-Royal. Located 
at the western tip of Cape Diamond, 
it was the first French fort in  
Canada and first French settlement in  
North America.

1917 – The city of Berlin, Ontario, was 
allowed to change its name to Kitchener 
due to wartime anti-German sentiment.

1943 – Trans-Canada Airlines (TCA)  
began transatlantic military passenger 
and postal delivery service. 

1967 – The Anglican Church of 
Canada voted to allow divorced persons 
to remarry.

I Dream of Jeannie Trivia
Barbara Eden’s midriff-baring 

costume was a big 
hit, but she was 
covered up for the 
first 10 episodes. It 
was not censorship 
but rather because 
she was pregnant.

Happy Birthday!
Gene Kelly (1912–1996) was a 
multitalented performer known for 
his exuberant on-screen dancing and  
joyful charm. His most popular 
movies include An 
American in Paris, 
Singin’ in the Rain, 
Anchors Aweigh, 
and For Me and 
My Gal. An icon of 
the musical genre, 
Kelly served in the 
U.S. navy making documentaries, 
which inspired him to direct movies, 
as well as act. His film Hello Dolly!, 
starring Barbra Streisand and Walter 
Matthau, received three Academy 
Awards, plus a nomination for Best 
Picture. Kelly married three times.

Quote of the Day
“I got started dancing because  

I knew it was one way  
to meet girls.”

~ Gene Kelly 

 SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2020
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79 – Mt. Vesuvius erupted for the first 
time in recorded history, destroying 
southern Italy’s cities of Pompeii, 
Stabiae, and Herculaneum. Around 
noon, the volcano exploded without 
warning, covering Pompeii in a layer of 
ash nearly 13 feet deep. The other two 
cities were buried in mud and debris. 
Archaeologists have uncovered what 
life was like in Roman times from 
the preserved remains of the cities. 
Mt. Vesuvius is still active.

1814 – During the War of 1812, the 
British invaded Washington, D.C., 
and set fire to many public buildings, 
including the White House.
Why Didn’t I Think of That?
Bernard Sadow reinvented the suitcase 
by adding wheels in 1972. He recalled 
meeting strong resistance on early 
sales calls, when he was told that  
men would not accept suitcases  

with wheels. “It was a very  
macho thing,” he said.

Happy Birthday!
William Wilberforce (1759–1833)  
was an English politician best known 
for his work to abolish slavery. 
Wilberforce believed in the importance 
of religion, morality, and education, 
and his work directly contributed to 
the passing of the Slavery Abolition 

Act of 1833, which 
outlawed slavery in 
the British Empire. 
He was also one of 
the founders of the 
Royal Society for  
the Prevention of  

Cruelty to Animals. A movie about  
his life starring Benedict Cumberbatch 
(of Sherlock fame) was released in 2007.

Quote of the Day
“You may choose to look  

the other way, but you  
can never say again that  

you did not know.”
~ William Wilberforce

 MONDAY, AUGUST 24, 2020
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1835 – New York newspaper The 
Sun perpetrated “The Great Moon 
Hoax,” a series of six articles about 
the supposed discovery of life on the 
moon. The articles described fantastic 
creatures including unicorns and 
humanoids. The reports were meant 
as satire, but the public swallowed  
the story.

1937 – The Ontario Legislative 
Assembly at Queen’s Park, Toronto, 
announced a delay of school openings 
due to a polio epidemic sweeping 
southern Ontario. 

1944 – The German garrison in Paris, 
which had 17,000 men, surrendered 
to Allied forces. To his credit, the 
German commander General von 
Choltitz disobeyed Hitler’s orders to 
destroy the city.

Daily Trivia
Von Choltitz’s defiance of Hitler 
was portrayed in the 1966 movie  
Is Paris Burning? and also in the 

1965 book of the same title.

Happy Birthday!
Sean Connery, born in 1930, is a  
Scottish actor. He started out as a  
bodybuilder and then was offered a 
contract to play soccer for Manchester  
United but turned 
it down to pursue 
acting. “It turned out 
to be one of my more 
intelligent moves,” 
said Connery, who 
became a star as the 
first on-screen James 
Bond in Dr. No (1962), followed 
by six more turns as 007. Some of 
his other films include Robin and 
Marian, Marnie, Indiana Jones and 
the Last Crusade, and The Hunt for 
Red October. He won an Oscar for Best 
Supporting Actor for The Untouchables 
(1987). Connery was knighted by 
Queen Elizabeth II in 2000.

Quote of the Day
“Some age, others mature.”

~ Sean Connery 
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1498 – The master artist Michelangelo 

was commissioned 
to carve the Pietà, 
which depicts Mary 
holding the body of 
Jesus. This work has 
interested historians 

for centuries because the sculpture 
does not feature the perfect human 
proportions that are the hallmark of 
his other work.

1883 – Mount Krakatoa, an island 
volcano in the Dutch Indies (now 
Indonesia), erupted with violent 
explosions that destroyed two-thirds  
of the island and killed about  
36,000 people.

1946 – Animal Farm by George 
Orwell was published in the U.S. 
The allegory was based on the 
totalitarianism and injustice taking 
place in the Soviet Union at the time. 
It is included in the list of Great 
Books of the Western World.

Daily Trivia
The full moon always rises at 

sunset and sets at sunrise.

Happy Birthday!
Melissa McCarthy, born in 1970, is 
an American actress and comedian. 
She first made a name for herself 
on TV’s Gilmore Girls, Samantha 
Who?, and Mike & Molly. McCarthy 
made a successful transition to film in 
Bridesmaids (2011), which earned her 
a nomination for a Best Supporting 
Actress Academy Award. Some 
of her other hilarious hits include 
The Heat, Spy, and Boss. She also 
shines in dramatic roles—McCarthy  

got another Oscar 
nomination for the 
2018 biopic Can 
You Ever Forgive 
Me? She’s married 
to fellow comic 
Ben Falcone.

Quote of the Day
“I’ve never been interested in 
playing the boring ingénue. I 

always wonder: Who’s her weird 
friend? I like the oddballs.”

~ Melissa McCarthy 

 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26, 2020



©ActivityConnection.com – The Daily Chronicles (CAN)

THETHE

On This Date
1660 – John Milton’s books were 
burned in London because of the 
author’s attacks on 
King Charles II. 
Milton is best known 
for his epic poem 
Paradise Lost.

1938 – At a poetry reading given by 
Archibald MacLeish, another poet set 
fire to some papers in a fit of jealousy 
in order to disrupt the recital. That 
jealous poet was Robert Frost.

1939 – Luftwaffe test pilot Erich 
Warsitz flew the world’s first practical 
jet-powered aircraft, the Heinkel 
He 178. The plane was airborne for 
seven minutes.

Weather Trivia
A virga is a mass of observable 
streaks of rain hanging beneath 
a cloud that evaporates before 

reaching the ground. It’s caused by 
very dry air. In North America, it 
is commonly seen in deserts in the 

western United States and  
the Canadian prairies.

Happy Birthday!
C. S. Forester (1899–1966) was an 
English novelist best known for his 
Horatio Hornblower novel series. 
Forester wrote more than 30 novels, 
as well as plays and short stories. The  
writer also wrote 
children’s books. 
One of his novels, 
The African Queen, 
was made into a 
film of the same 
name, which starred 
Humphrey Bogart and Katharine 
Hepburn. Unable to join the military 
during World War II for health 
reasons, Forester wrote propaganda 
for the Allied Powers.

Quote of the Day
“A man who writes for a living 
does not have to go anywhere  

in particular, and he could 
rarely afford to if he wanted.”

~ C. S. Forester

 THURSDAY, AUGUST 27, 2020
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1937 – The Toyota Motor Company 

was founded by 
Kiichiro Toyoda. It  
is Japan’s largest 
company, with about 
371,000 employees.

1963 – Civil rights leader Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. delivered his seminal  
“I Have a Dream” speech. He originally 
prepared a short speech about the 
struggles of African Americans trying 
to realize their freedom in a society 
of discrimination. He was about to 
sit down when gospel singer Mahalia  
Jackson called out, “Tell them about 
your dream, Martin! Tell them about 
the dream!”

2005 – Hurricane Katrina was upgraded 
to a Category 5 hurricane, prompting 
one million people to evacuate before 
it hit the next day.

Flower Trivia
Most varieties of hydrangeas 

produce pink flowers in alkaline 
soil and blue ones in acidic soil. 

White hydrangea flowers do  
not change their color.

Happy Birthday!
Jack Black, born in 1969, is an 
American actor, comedian, and 
musician. Black began his career with  
bit parts on television in the late 
1980s. A decade later he had racked 
up small parts in many TV shows 

and films. His breakout 
role came in 2000 with 
his portrayal of a crazy 
record store clerk in 
High Fidelity. Leading 
roles followed in films 
including Shallow Hal, 

Nacho Libre, and School of Rock. 
Black is also the voice of Po in the 
Kung Fu Panda franchise. In 1994, 
along with fellow actor Kyle Gass, 
he formed the comedy rock band 
Tenacious D, which has released 
multiple albums.

Quote of the Day
“I’d rather be the king of kids, 

than the prince of fools.”
~ Jack Black 
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1966 – After two years as a star on 
Peyton Place, Mia Farrow withdrew 
from the cast of the popular prime-
time TV drama at the urging of her 
husband, Frank Sinatra.
1991 – The Supreme Soviet, the 
parliament of the U.S.S.R., suspended 
all activities of the Communist Party. 
This marked the end of the party’s 
75-year control of the Soviet Union, 
which is now called Russia.
2005 – Hurricane Katrina’s storm surge 
caused 53 different levee breaches in 
greater New Orleans, submerging 
80% of the city. The Big Easy suffered  
971 casualties.

Geography Trivia
The Atacama Desert is the driest place 
in the world. Some parts of it have 
not received rainfall in more than  
400 years. It is located in the rain 
shadow on the leeward side of the 

Andes Mountains in South America.

Happy Birthday!
Chris Hadfield, born in 1959, is the 
first Canadian to walk in space. The 
astronaut and engineer is a former 
Canadian Air Force fighter pilot who 
undertook several space missions 
between 1995 and 2013, including 
one serving as the commander of the 
International Space Station (ISS). 
Hadfield shared his time at the ISS 
with the public 
by posting recaps 
and photos of  
his scientific work  
and life in space, 
garnering a huge 
following of more 
than 2.4 million on  
Twitter. Forbes called him “perhaps 
the most social media savvy astronaut 
ever to leave Earth.”

Quote of the Day
“I wasn’t destined to be an 

astronaut. I had to turn  
myself into one.”
~ Chris Hadfield 

 SATURDAY, AUGUST 29, 2020



©ActivityConnection.com – The Daily Chronicles (CAN)

THETHE

On This Date
1146 – A conference of European 
leaders outlawed the crossbow. By 
banning such an effective weapon, 
the leaders believed that they had 
ended wars for all time.

1682 – William Penn sailed from 
England to the Americas and went on 
to establish the colony of Pennsylvania. 
A 37-foot bronze statue of him has 
stood atop City Hall in Philadelphia 
since 1894.
1984 – President Ronald Reagan was 
inducted into the Sportscasting Hall 
of Fame.

Penn Statue Trivia
A gentlemen’s agreement that no 

structure should rise above the 
Penn statue was violated in 1986 

when a taller building was erected, 
bringing about a “curse” on local 
sports teams. In 2008, the Phillies 

won the World Series, just 16 months 
after a Penn statuette was put on 

top of the new building.

Happy Birthday!
Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley (1797– 

1851) was an English 
novelist, biographer, 
and travel writer 
who is best known 
for her Gothic novel 
Frankenstein. Shelley 
came up with the story 

during a summer in Switzerland with 
her husband, poet and philosopher 
Percy Bysshe Shelley, and poet  
Lord Byron. Her other books include 
Valperga (1823), The Last Man (1826), 
Lodore (1835), and Falkner (1837). 
Shelley was a feminist of her time and 
strongly believed that women were 
intellectually equal to men. She died 
of a brain tumor at age 53.

Quote of the Day
“The beginning is  

always today.”
~ Mary Shelley
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1527 – John Rut wrote to King 
Henry VIII noting that there were 
14 French and Portuguese fishing 
vessels in the harbor. It was the first 
recorded letter written from Canada.
1897 – Thomas A. Edison received 
a U.S. patent for his kinetoscope, a 
device for producing moving pictures.
1997 – Princess Diana of England 
died along with department store 
heir Dodi Fayed, when their car 
crashed in a Paris tunnel while trying 
to evade the paparazzi.

A Deep Thought
Challenger Deep, in the Pacific 
Ocean’s Mariana Trench, is the 
deepest-known point in Earth’s 

oceans. The bottom is 10,924 meters 
(35,840 feet) below sea level. In 

1960, it was visited by the manned 
bathyscaphe Trieste. If Mount 

Everest, the highest mountain on 
Earth, were placed at this location, 
it would be covered by more than 

one mile of water.

Happy Birthday!
James Coburn (1928–2002) was an 
actor who made more than 70 film and 
100 television appearances in a career 
spanning 45 years. His breakthrough 
role was as the knife-wielding Brit 
in The Magnificent Seven (1960). A 

capable, rough-hewn 
leading man, his lanky 
physique made him 
the perfect tough guy 
in numerous roles in 
westerns and action 
films such as Our Man  

Flint, Hell Is for Heroes, and The Great  
Escape. Coburn was also interested in  
fast cars and is credited with hooking 
Steve McQueen on his beloved Ferrari 
sports cars.

Proverb of the Day
“The gem cannot be polished 

without friction, nor man 
perfected without trials.”

~ Chinese proverb

 MONDAY, AUGUST 31, 2020


