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Games

Three-Card Penny Ante
Number of players: 4–8

You will need:

 • Deck of regular playing cards with jokers and aces removed

 • 25 pennies per player 

Setup: 

 • Players sit at a table and are each given 25 pennies to play with.

 • Put a jar, can, or other container in the center of the table to act as the “pot” where pennies 
will be placed.

Object of the game:

To have the best three-card poker hand at the end of each round. The poker hands valid in  
three-card poker are more limited than in five-card poker. Refer to the Rating Sheet to see the 
three-card hands in order of value.

Playing the game:

1. Each player puts a penny in the pot to express they will play the round. 

2. The dealer gives each player two cards facedown.

3. Players look at their cards without showing them to anyone else. 

4. Based on their cards, the player to the dealer’s left can do one of the following:

A. Add another penny to the pot and keep playing the round. The other players must also 
put a penny in the pot to continue playing the round. 

B. Add 2–5 pennies to the pot. The other players must put the same number of pennies in 
the pot to continue playing the round. You may not bet over 5 pennies on a single turn. 
No other players may raise the bet during this hand. They must match the first player’s 
bet or fold and wait until the next round to resume playing.

C. The first player can decline to bet and fold or quit playing the round. Betting moves on 
to the player to the first player’s left. 

5. The dealer now deals a third card faceup to the players still in the game. 

6. Another round of penny betting begins as in step 4. It starts with the person to the left of the 
last person who bets.  
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7. Players may decide to fold or quit based on the face-up cards their opponents have.  
Someone with very low cards may decide to quit if they see many players with very high 
cards, although a high card is no guarantee of winning. 

8. The remaining players turn their two face-down cards over, so all their cards are visible. The 
winner is the person with the best hand. 

9. The winner gets to keep the pennies in the pot.

10. The dealer collects all the cards and shuffles them before beginning another round.

11. The player sitting to the left of the last player who got to be the “bet setter” bets first this time. 

12. Play as many rounds as you want or until people are out of pennies. 
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Rating Sheet  
(from best to worst hand)

Straight 

Three cards in order in the same suit

Three of a kind 

Five cards in a row in the same suit

Pair

Two cards of the same value

High Card

If no one has any of the above, the player with the highest ranked card wins. 
A king ranks the highest, followed by a queen, a jack, 10, 9, 8, and so on.
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